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ECOLOGIES AND TECHNOLOGIES RATHER THAN FUNCTIONS 

Does this scenario, determined by the rise of the Anthropocene and 

the crisis of neo-liberal capitalism, imply that the work of urbanists 

and architects has become futile? That the new commons will be 

entirely developed within social media? Has urbanism been expelled 

from politics, and is it now at the mercy of securitization and capital 

redistribution? On the contrary, some economists4 argue that urban 

planning, housing, and real estate hold the key to resolving urban 

inequality.5 Cities precede the installation of political systems, and 

have systematically outlasted them, often constituting themselves in 

mechanisms of resistance to power. For cities to become devices for 

the common good rather than instruments producing and implementing 

power structures (and often inequality or ecological destruction), urban 

practices need to locate resources and technologies at their core. 

Rather than splitting urban life into functions easily captured by power, 

we should try to identify first where the imminent urban commons 

are and how to reconstruct them as instruments of devolution and 

ecological awareness, constructed transversally across technologies 

and resources. We have tried to outline what those might be, and how 

they may become the source of a revision of urban practices. 

It appears inevitable that urban practices of the immediate future will 

address these emerging fields to locate the new urban commons. 

Urban planning based on human functions has now become a 

mechanism to divide and to exert power rather than to produce 

urbanity. A new set of urban instruments will need to be developed 

to address these imminent posthuman commons, which we have 

tried to identify and classify. Like any other classification it probably 

4. Matthew Rognlie, "Deciphering the Fall and Rise in the Net Capital Share:· BPEA Conference draft,
March 19-20, 2015; http://www.brookings.edu/-/media/projects/bpea/spring-2015/2015a_rognlie.

pdf, accessed 5 October 2016.

5. Thomas Piketty, Capital in the Twenty-First Century (Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press: An Imprint of
Harvard University Press, 2014).
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AIR 
Air is, as Naomi Klein has stated, the element that most intimately binds 

all humans on earth together. While the ozone depletion from CFCs 

represented a shocking and imminent threat, the effects of other air· 

borne pollutants have been less conspicuous. Seven million people die 

every year from exposure to air-induced diseases.1 Despite increased 

awareness of these problems, air quality in cities seem to have got-

ten worse over the last few decades. According to an October 2016 

UNICEF report, "300 million children live in areas with extremely toxic 

levels of air pollution" and "approximately 2 billion children live in areas 

where pollution levels exceed the minimum air quality standards set by 

the World Health Organization:'2 With this exposure comes increased 

instances of respiratory disease, asthma, and other ailments. The risk of 

airborne disease outbreaks is a constant threat in transportation cen

ters, a location which could help infections to spread globally, and the 

threat to cities of global warming and the associated sea-level rises is a 

constant reminder of the importance of managing air. 

But increasing air quality and decreasing polluted air conditions 

requires regulation. With cities as the densest location of human 

populations, cleaning air, moving polluted air away from city streets, 

preventing air stagnation, and improving airflow between buildings 

are central to preserving the rights of urban citizens to common 

resources. Since the early twentieth century, buildings and cities have 

developed the ability to delimit, filter, and qualify air. However, as toxic 

emissions continue to rise every year, these abilities are becoming ever 

more urgent and politically charged. While air is a universally needed 

resource, it is extremely difficult to quantify, visualize, sense, and model. 

For this reason, it has been historically difficult to regulate, and policies 

1. World Health Organization, news release, March 2014, http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/re·

leases/2014/air-pollution/en/, accessed 5 October 2016.

2. UNICEF, Clear the Air for Children, October 2016, http://www.unicef.org/publications/files/

UNICEF_.Clear_the_Air_for_Children_30_0ct_2016.pdf. 
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